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is often met by a sarcastic, stinging reply of the
Assembly. David Lloyd, the Welsh leader of the
anti-proprietary party, and Joseph Wilcox, an-
other leader, became very skillful in drafting these
profoundly respectful but deeply cutting replies.
In after years, Benjamin Franklin attained even
greater skill. In fact, it is not unlikely that he
developed a large measure of his world famous
aptness in the use of language in the process of
drafting these replies. The composing of these
official communications was important work, for
a reply had to be telling and effective not only
with the Governor but with the people who learned
of its contents at the coffeehouse and spread the
report of it among all classes. There was not a
little good-fellowship in their contests; and Frank-
lin, for instance, tells us how he used to abuse a
certain deputy governor all day in the Assembly
and then dine with him in jovial intercourse in
the evening.

The Assembly had a very convenient way of
accomplishing its purposes in legislation in spite
of the opposition of the British Government.
Laws when passed and approved by the deputy
governor had to be sent to England for approval
by the Crown within five years. But meanwhile